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oath, taken upon a fragment of the true Cross
In St. George's Chapel, Windsor, Philip was
allowed to go his way on the 2nd March to join
his ship at Falmouth, whither Juana had pre-
ceded him a fortnight before.
This new treaty made poor Katharine of little
value as a political asset in England ; since it was
clear now that Ferdinand's hold over anything
but his paternal heritage in the Mediterranean
was powerless. Flanders and Castile were a far
more advantageous ally to England than the
King of Aragon, and Katharine was promptly
made to feel the fact. Dr. Puebla was certainly
either kept quite out of the way or his compli-
ance bought, or he would have been able to
devise means for Katharine to inform her sister
Juana of the real object of Henry's treaty with
Philip ; for Ferdinand always insisted that Juana
was a dutiful daughter, and was not personally
opposed to him. As it was, Katharine was allowed
to see her sister but for an hour just before
Juana's departure, and then in the presence of
witnesses in the interests of Philip. Only a few
weeks after the visitors had departed Katharine
wrote to her father, in fear lest her letter should
be intercepted, begging him to have pity upon
her. She is deep in debt, not for extravagant
things but for food. "The King of England re-
fuses to pay anything, though she implores him
with tears to do so. He says he has been cheated
about the marriage portion. In the meanwhile
she is in the deepest anguish, her servants almost
begging for alms, and she herself nearly naked.
She has been at death's door for months, and